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TRACT THE FIRST. 


O F T H E 

INDIANS IN THE COLONIES. 

* r pHE variety of fe£ts to be found amongfl 
■ the European inhabitants of the colonies, 
though a thing to be lamented by a lover of 
/■ unity among Chriftians, and frequently urged 
as a proof of the little fuccefs attending the foci-* 
ety’s millions, is in truth the cleared evidence 
of the great fervice done to religion by the ve- 
v nerable Society for propagating the gofpel, and 
the great benefits the people of America have 
derived from its eflablilhment. In aimed every 
new fettled colony the inhabitants were too 
. poor and too much difperfed to agree upon a 
common place for public worfhip, or to maintain 
a clergyman to officiate at it, and their defeen- 
dants, though more numerous and drawn near- 
er together, would hardly have defired to know 
more of religion than they had learned from 
their fathers. But, when through means of 
A 2 the 
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the Society, a regular mode of worfhip hacf 
been fettled, and the duties of religion were 
inculcated at ftated times, the people who 
would have fatisfied their own minds with 
never attending any church, had there been 
none to go to, found themfelves flimulated 
by their own confcience, or reproached by 
their neighbours, and fo compelled either to 
attend the fubiifting form of worfhip, or pro¬ 
cure one they liked better; and thus has reli¬ 
gion been propagated throughout the whole 
country. 

But although one great purpofe of the So¬ 
ciety has been anfwered, and the defcendants 
of the European fettlers have been kept back 
from degenerating into the barbarifm and igno¬ 
rance of the natives, it is much to be lamen¬ 
ted that fo little has been done towards in- 
ftrufting the free Indians or Negroe flaves in 
the colonies. The obftacles to the converfion 
of the Indians are indeed many and formidable. 
Were they only ignorant of our religion, their 
natural good fenfe would give hopes of their 
imbibing its do£trines, fo foon as they were 
properly explained and fet before them; but 
the misfortune is, that they are not only igno¬ 
rant of it, but what they do know, and are 
taught, is diametrically oppofite to the doc¬ 
trines of Chriftianity. While theyare infants 
they are taught to repeat the warlike atchieve- 
ments of their anceftors, and the tortures they 
fuffered or inflicted upon their enemies; and 
they are required to prove the iincerity of their 

pro- 
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profeffions to imitate fuch examples, by pa¬ 
tiently bearing hunger for feveral days, liiffer- 
ing their limbs to be lacerated by fifties teeth, 
or Handing refolutely under a plate of iron 
with burning coals upon their heads until the 
fcalp is parched to a cinder. No wonder then 
that their wars are hereditary, and that Indian 
refentments are fo implacable. As the obje& 
of their wars is always the utter extirpation of 
their enemies, they are inftru&ed to deftroy 
an enemy in the manner the moft fafe for 
themfelves; and for the fame reafon, killing a 
woman or a child is more highly honoured 
than flaying a man. Hence their fubtlety and 
their cruelty to the innocent and helplefs inha¬ 
bitants. No Indian can be confiderable in his 
nation until he is dubbed a warrior, and that 
he can never be without producing a fcalp, and 
hence the frequency of wars with each other. 
Of all our methods of making war, none ap¬ 
peared to them fo ridiculous and abfurd as our 
fparing prifoners, and many of their parties 
withdrew from us on that account. What, 
lay they, after you have got your enemy in 
your power, will you let him go, that he may 
kill you or your friends again ? Vagrant in 
their manner of life, without focial intercourfe 
even among each other, jealous in the higheft 
degree of their liberty and independency, and 
attached to their cuftoms and nation, with 
more than Spartan pride and tenacity. Such 
we found them. They had, however, fome 

notions 
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notions of honefty in their little dealings, but 
thole we have eradicated. Our traders and 
they now mutually deceive each other. Our 
traders cut jfhort their meafure, and they fow 
lead bullets in the ears and tails of their lkins. 
Both expert to be cheated, and under that ex¬ 
pectation each makes his bargain, and fraud 
is become fo cuftomary, that it would be very 
difficult, if not impracticable, to eftabliffi an 
honeft tariff between them. The Indians never 
complain of a trader cheating them unlefs he 
is remarkably dextrous and exorbitant, and 
then they only charge them with cheating them 
too much . 

Very unpromifing principles, and difpoli- 
tions thefe, on which to graft the meek, for¬ 
bearing, equitable, and benevolent tenets of 
Chriftianity! 

The caufe is not, however, to be forfaken 
as altogether hopelels. Their converfion may, 
through God’s bleffing, ftill be effected, though 
a much greater compafs muft be taken than 
has hitherto been thought neceflary, to attain 
it. 

The proteftant miffionaries, in order to do 
themfelves credit, make it their firft objeCt to 
get the Indians to fubmit to be baptized, and 
preparatory thereto they opened to them the 
moft my fteriou s doCtrines of Ch riftianity, ffiock - 
ing their pride by dilplaying their original cor¬ 
ruptions and blindnefs, and exciting their jea- 
louly, by the change they are told is to be 
wrought in them. They inform them of the 

ipriritual 
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Spiritual worlhip, which is to be paid to the 
Deity, ridicule their talifmans, and at once ex¬ 
hort them to ceafe to be Indians, lay afide all 
their own cuftoms, quit their country and in¬ 
dependency, and become a poor contemptible 
people among us. The Roman catholic miffio- 
naries take a different method, and have there¬ 
fore been more fuccefsful. They firft conci¬ 
liate the good will of the Indians by following 
their cuftoms, and learning their language. 
Being provided with medicines, and (killed in 
the ufe of them, they foon get the Indians to 
truft more in their talifmans for their cure, 
than in their own. And the miffionary be¬ 
comes the Indian conjurer, before he difclofes 
his purpofe. Their inquiry whence he had 
his talifman and its virtues, naturally opens to 
him an occafion of difeourfing to them of the 
fupreme Being, whom they all have fome no¬ 
tion of the majler of breath , and of Chrift Jefus 
the great Conjurer, who cured all the world 
on the other fide the great water, and would 
have come to the Indians if he had not been 
killed by bad people. He (hews them a re¬ 
lick, which he pretends cures all difeafes, and 
which his love for the Indians made him bring 
to them. So far from (hocking their prejudices 
by preaching forgivenefs of injuries or peace 
with their enemies, he points their enmity 
againft his nation’s enemies as thofe who had 
prevented the great Conjurer from coming to 
them. If by following his inftruftions they 
gain an advantage over their enemies or efcape 

unhurt, 
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unhurt, they readily impute their good fortune 
to the virtues of his talifman, and in their fu¬ 
ture expeditions fubmit to fuch difcipline, by 
way of preparation for a fuccefsful enterprife, 
as he (hall enjoin them. Thus are they bap¬ 
tized, and made to believe in Chrift, with¬ 
out perceiving that they are become Chrif- 
tians; and their attachment to the miffio¬ 
nary is fuch, as to lead them to adopt impli¬ 
citly any mode or cuftom he may think pro¬ 
per to inftitute. Such Chrijliam do not in¬ 
deed deferve to be called profelytes ; for al¬ 
though they looked upon our Saviour to have 
been a great benefador to mankind, they 
neither know him for their redeemer, nor 
conform to his dodrine or example. Thefe 
inftrudions were however fufficient for politi¬ 
cal purpofes, and made them good allies to 
the French, though but indifferent members 
of the catholic church, and perhaps the con¬ 
tinual contentions between .the European 
fettlers in America might be the reafon why 
the French miffionaries gave them no bet¬ 
ter notions. Blit all enmity having now 
ceafed in thofe parts, and the whole domi¬ 
nion being in Great Britain; our State and 
Church are both called upon to co-operate in 
forming and fupporting a probable (yftem for 
converting thele favage people. To contri¬ 
bute what in me lies to fo good a work, is 
the intention of this paper, and I fhall there¬ 
fore go on to fuggeft fuch a plan as my acquain¬ 
tance with the Indians gives me hopes would 

fucceed, 
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fueceed, fubmitting it to the confideration of 
the venerable Society, 

In this great undertaking government muft 
lead the way. Inftru&ions ffiould be fent 
to the agents ani governors, to exhort the 
Indians to live in peace with each other. 
And to take away the motive of the young 
men to make war, the king’s officers ffiould 
be dire£ted to diftinguiffi thofe who were 
expert in hunting or cultivating the ground, 
by prefents above the warriors. This would 
prelently beget a civil means of becoming 
confiderable. To induce them to leave their 
women and children always in their towns, 
which is the firft Hep towards their civiliza¬ 
tion, they ffiould be furniffied with a variety 
of garden feeds, and tools to pl^nt them with. 
Neat cattle would be acceptable prefents, and 
a great means of civilizing them, and poultry 
would oblige them to fence and inclofe their 
habitations. Locks and hinges ffiould be fur¬ 
niffied them as a means of teaching them pro¬ 
perty ; and no regard ffiould ever be ffiown to 
thofe who made depredations upon others. Go¬ 
vernment having done fo much, the Society 
might then begin. The miffionary ffiould be 
inftru&ed in phyfic, and be fupplied with me¬ 
dicines. To give him confequehce it would 
be proper that the fuperintendant gave him 
a deputation for the town or nation he refided 
in. He ffiould be enabled to pr/ the Indians 
for building him a neat houfe, and cultivating 
fome ground as a garden. He ffiould be fur¬ 
niffied 
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nilhed with cows, and every means of fubfif- 
tence, which was intended to be introduced 
among the Indians. He might introduce the 
filk culture among them, in the warm and 
temperate climates, by planting the mulberry 
trees, and paying the women and children for 
gathering the leaves. By fuch kindnefles 
they w r ould be led to confider him as their 
bed: friend, and would not oppofe their chil¬ 
dren learning any fong or rhyme he might 
pay them for getting by heart. The great 
Indian nations would never fuffer their chil¬ 
dren to be taught our language; their po¬ 
licy is to keep as much from us as they 
can; fo that whatever inftru&ion is given 
them muft be ftolen upon them in their 
own language. As no real profelytes were 
ever made, but thofe who fought to be con¬ 
verted; an illiterate people muft firft have a 
defire of knowledge excited in them before 
they can be taught. Curiofity muft there¬ 
fore firft be excited in the Indians before their 
attention to any do&rine can be engaged, and 
when their attention is fixed, fuch things 
fhould only be propofed to them as their pre¬ 
sent ftate will admit of their receiving. It 
ought to be remembered, that man was in¬ 
tended for polifhed fociety, and that the Chrif- 
tian difpfenfation is adapted to him in his beft 
ftate. It was not till after the Greek and 
Roman civility had been fpread over the 
world, that Chriftianity was promulgated. 
While the Jews were an erratic people, had 

fettle- 
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fettlements to purchafe by the fword, heredi¬ 
tary antipathies againft other nations to main¬ 
tain, and were to pride themfelves in cuftoms 
which diftinguifhed them from the reft of 
mankind, a iefs perfect iyftem was thought bet¬ 
ter fuited to their circumftances. The Indians 
have no facrifices nor days of expiation, nor 
do they pay any fort of religious worfhip to 
any thing in heaven or earth. It would 
therefore be impracticable in the beginning, 
to make them comprehend the neceffity for 
Chrift’s fuffering, or to convince them of the 
benefits derived to them through his blood. 
They could not poffibly underftand the prohi¬ 
bitions in either the fecond or third command¬ 
ment, and as all that they do is work of necef* 
fity, they would not be much edified by lec¬ 
tures upon the fourth. Baptifm fhould not be 
adminiftered to children whofe parents had 
not received it themfelves, or defired it for 
them. I have faid, that the Indians are jea¬ 
lous of their independency, and if their chil¬ 
dren fhould be flattered to receive that facra- 
ment, they would think fomething very dif¬ 
ferent from its purpofe was intended by it. 

When the Englifh traders come into the 
Indian nation, the miffionary fhould then 
exercile his function. Their aflembling on a 
Sunday would lead the Indians to inquire 
what was doing, and the miffionary to oblige 
them, might preach in the Indian language. 
His dilcourfe fhould notwithftanding be di¬ 
rected entirely to the traders, but fo framed, 

B 2 as 
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as to make favourable impreffions on the In¬ 
dians, and induce them to come again. On 
fuch occalions he ihould exhort the traders 
to look upon the Indians as brothers, all cre¬ 
ated by one common father the great Spirit , 
and to deal juftly, and not to ufe their know¬ 
ledge of trade to over-reach the unfufpefting 
Indian. He (hould enlarge upon the great 
advantages they derived from having received 
their birth and education in a country where 
the will of Almighty God had been clearly 
revealed, and thence urge them to be more 
particularly careful in their conduct towards 
the Indians, who had no fuch advantages, but 
were brought up in the wild forefts without 
other inftru&ion than their own natural (aga- 
city furniftied them with. He Ihould repre- 
fent it to be in an efpecial manner their duty 
to inform the Indians of any thing which the 
great Spirit had revealed, if they delired to know 
it; and that as in another life they (hould 
be all one people, fo they (hould now live 
together in the fame manner. That they 
were to remember, that in the other world, 
when they came to live again, they fhould 
.be rewarded or punifhed according to what 
they had done here, for that the great Spirit 
knew every thing they did, and faw them 
wherever they went. Thefe are things the 
Indians could underftand, and would pro¬ 
bably defire to hear again; and fome would 
perhaps be led to wi(h for farther inftru&ion. 
The public exhortations (hould neverthelefi 

be 
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be continued upon the firft fimple plan, be- 
caufe as new comers would every day be drop¬ 
ping in, it would be much better to give 
higher inftru&ion in private to fuch whofe 
early attention or quicker parts might require 
it, than to overpower the underftandings of 
weaker or duller hearers. No point of con- 
troverfy among Chriftians fhould ever be 
mentioned, not only to fave the Indians the 
perplexity of difcuffing things with which they 
can have nothing to do, but to engage the sf- 
fiftance of all denominations of Chriftians in 
the colonies, who, if they were acquainted 
with the plan of our miffionaries, would rea¬ 
dily give their own the like catholic inflec¬ 
tions. Whatever be the method taken up, if 
any fuccefs be expected from it among the In¬ 
dians, it muft be founded on this principle, 
that nothing is to be prejfed upon them ; their 
own defires muft move foremoft, and thole 
will always carry them to alk as much as they 

cmi rpr’sivs. 
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TRACT THE SECOND. 


OF THE 


NEGROE SLAVES in the COLONIES. 


'T'HE difficulties attending a plan for the 
inftruCtion of the negroe flaves in our 
colonies are very different from the obftacles 
which prefent themfelves to the converfion 
of the North American Indians. The quick 
fagacity of the Indian keeps him aloof from 
every attempt to convert him. The dull ftu- 
pidity of the Negroe leaves him without any 
delire for inftruCtion. Whether the Creator 
originally formed thefe black people a little 
lower than other men, or that they have 
loft their intellectual powers through difufe, 

I will not afl'ume the province of determi¬ 
ning ; but certain it is, that a new Negroe , 
(as thole lately imported from Africa are cal¬ 
led,) is a complete definition of indolent ftu- 
pidity, nor could a more forcible means be 
employed for the converfion of a deift, than 
letting one of thefe creatures before him, as 
an example of man in a ftate of nature, unbi¬ 
ased 


ajfed by revelation or education. Their ftu- 
pidity does not however authorize us to con¬ 
sider them as hearts for our ufe, much lefs 
to deny them all knowledge of the common 
falvation. The Negroes born in our colonies 
are undoubtedly capable of receiving inftruc- 
tion, and thofe who are born among the 
French are inftruCted in the Roman Catholic 
religion ; but our planters are generally averle 
to their Negroes being taught any thing but 
labour, and yet the generality of our North 
American planters have a regard for religion, 
and are punctual in the difenarge of its du¬ 
ties, as far as they think themfelves obliged 
by them. How this comes to pafs muft be 
our firft inquiry; for unlefs the planter can 
be prevailed on to give his artiftance, it will 
be in vain to propofe any method for inftruc- 
ting his flaves. 

Our planters objections to their Negroes 
being inftruCted is fimply this, that inftruc- 
tion renders them lefs fit or lefs willing to 
labour. Experience juftifies their opinion, 
and a little reflection will convince us that 
luch muft be the confequence. 

The Britilh laws difown perpetual fervid 
tude, and the people of thefe itlands have a 
general antipathy to flavery. The right of 
the planter to his Negroe is only founded 
on the aCts of his provincial aflembly, and 
beyond their jurifdiCtion he has no power 
over him. If he teaches his Negroe to read 
one book, he will of himfelf read another, 
and fuch has been the imprudence of lome ill- 
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informed writers, that books are not wanting 
to exhort the Negroes to rebel againft their 
matters. Were the Negroes univerfelly 
taught to read, and a late publication ,* which 
out of refpedt I forbear to name, put into their 
hands and circulated among them, there would 
be little doubt that the next (hips informed us 
of a general infurre&ion of the Negroes, and 
the maflacre of their owners ; and yet the 
writer’s intention was certainly to engage the 
planter to have his Negroes inftructed. 

The cafe is very different with the French 
planter and his Negroes. The perpetual ier- 
vitude of the Negroes is not only confented to 
by that nation, but is expreflly authorized by 
the king’s edidt: “ Declarons les efclaves 

eftre meubles & comme tels entreat en la 
“ communaute, les enfans qui naiftront de 
“ marriage entre efclaves feront efclaves, & 
“ appartiendront aux maiftres des femmes ett 
“ claves,” are the terms of the perpetual edidf: 
of March, 1687. The French planter can 
therefore have no apprehenfion of lofing his 
Have by giving him inftrudtion, nor will the 
flave’s being inftrudted make him lefs willing 
to obey his matter. There are no books to 
be given them to read which charge their matt 
ters with infringing both divine and human 
laws'f by retaining them in flavery ; nor are 
fuch dodiriiies tranfmi.tted to them under the 


* Bifhop Warburton’s Sermon before the Society for 
Propagation of theGofpel. 
f Vide Ibid. 
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fan&ion of a religious fociety compofed of 
the governors of the national church. Here 
then is the true fource of the evil, and the re¬ 
medy is obvious. If the purchafing a Negroe 
for a Have be an infringement of divine and 
human laws* in God’s name, why is fuch a 
trade permitted ? A few words in an acl of 
parliament prohibiting the importation or lale 
of Negroes in our colonies will deftroy the 

practice in future.-And a few words more, 

declaring the offspring of Negroes already im¬ 
ported to be free, will prevent flavery extend¬ 
ing to the next generation- This method is 
certainly the moft proper, and the only one 
which can have efficacy ; nor does it feem 
very confiftent in any member of either houfe 
of parliament to declaim without doors againft 
the integrity of this tranfaction, and bear no 
teftimony againft its encouragement within. 
Even the laft leftion of parliament, 1766, fur- 
nifhed an occafion for aflerting the rights of 
the Negroes, and difplaying the infamy of tra¬ 
ding in them. The a£t for opening free ports 
in the Weft-Indies declares Negroes a lawful 
commodity' and to be imported and fold there 
upon paying a certain duty ; but neither upon 
the pafting that aft, nor upon the palling any 
former one for the encouragement of the Afri¬ 
can trade, does there appear a lingle proteft in 
abhorrence of that trade, or of treating ratio¬ 
nal creatures asproperty.-f But, befides, the 

* Wax burton’s Sermon* 

•f Ibid. 
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perpetual fervitude of the Negroes in our co¬ 
lonies is not the a£t of their mafters, nor is 
it the mere effe£l of their power over thofe 
wretches. In every colony the right of the 
owner is fixed by the law of the colony fra¬ 
med under the king’s inftru&ions, and after¬ 
wards tranfmitted for his approbation in his 
privy council; it was therefore in the difcre- 
tion of the privy council to repeal all thefe 
acls of the colonies, when they were tranf¬ 
mitted, and fuch of them as have not received 
the royal confirmation may (till be repealed; 
and if that were done, every Negroe born in 
the colonies would become entitled to all the 
privileges and franchifes of the natural born 
lubjedts of this realm. How then does it 
happen, that thefe a£ts, fo repugnant to all 
divine and human laws ,* are fuffered to exifl: ? 
Are there no lords of the council fufficiently 
zealous in the caufe of liberty and religion to 
procure their repeal ? Or, are there none others 
to make application to the council for that pur- 
pofe ? If therefore the purchafing the Negroes 
for Have; be a violation of the laws of nature 
and humanity , it is pretty evident that the Ame¬ 
rican planters do not alone bear the weight of 
that iniquity, nor are they only to be called 
upon to remove the evil. If however on the 
other hand the purchafing Negroes for Haves 
be confiftent with divine and human obliga¬ 
tions, care fhould be taken to fecure the pro¬ 
perty of the Have tohis owner under all circum- 


* Warburton’s Sermon. 


fiances, 



( J 9 ) 

fiances, and fueh a plan of inftrudion :fhould 
be digefted, as might bed; conduce to the Ne¬ 
groes eternal welfare, without making them 
uneafy in their p refen t condition, or encoura¬ 
ging them to revolt againft their owners. As 
the firft thing to be done therefore is to deter¬ 
mine the lawfulnefs of purchasing Negroes for 
Haves, it may be proper to Hate the fad fully, 
that thofe whole high office it is to expound 
the divine will as far as it has been revealed, 
may be the better able to judge of the confor¬ 
mity or repugnance of this tranfa&ion to it. 

The African Hates on the weft coaft of that 
vaft peninlula are all, except the Fantees and 
their confederates, purely monarchical, and 
the fovereign claims the abfolute dilpolal of 
the perfons as well as effeds of his fubjeds. 
There is no individual over whom the iove- 
reign does not claim this right, unlels fuch 
individual has obtained his freedom by the 
grant of the fovereign. Thofe whom the lo- 
vcreign has permitted to have property, invert 
it in Haves, which they purchafe either of their 
fovereign or from the rich men of other ftates, 
or their own ; thefe great men coniider the 
offspring of their Haves as their annual income, 
and fell the children or parents as their conve¬ 
nience or neceliity direds. Throughout Africa, 
as well among the Fantees as other nations, not 
only a man’s Haves, but his wife, children, and 
even himfelf, are all liable to his debts, and 
the fines let on him by the fovereign or the 
lupreme council. The monarchs by this 
means frequently repoflefs themlelvesof their 
C 2 manu- 
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manumitted fubje&s and his {laves and chil¬ 
dren. and the Fantees by this means rid the 
{bate of any dangerous individual. That fuch 
ihould be the policy of the African {fates will 
not appear ftrange to any one who is acquaint¬ 
ed with what paffes or has paft in more en¬ 
lightened parts of the world. It is a good 
fpeculative politico, that no man ought to be 
bound by conditions to which he never perfc- 
nally confented, yet we {hall find no govern¬ 
ment exifting where the child would not be 
punilhed for refufing fubmiffion to the con- 
ilitution handed down to him by his anceftor; 
and indeed the permanency of all government 
refts upon the acknowledged right in the pa¬ 
rent to decide the political condition of his ofF- 
fpring. In Ireland, more than two thirds of 
the inhabitants are not only denied a right to 
give their perfonal content to the laws by 
which they and their children are bound, but 
they are made incapable of acquiring that fort 
of property which might give them influence 
with thofe who make the laws. It is ftill the 
cafe in Poland, and was the cafe in fome parts 
of Britain not many years fmce, to transfer 
the fervice of the inhabitants and the power 
over their lives, with the titles to the lands ; 
and it was the univerfal practice among the 
Afiatic nations, the Jews only excepted, to 
confider a man’s wife and children as his ef- 
fe£!s, and to fell them for the latisfa&ion of 
his creditors, as appears from all hiftory anci¬ 
ent and modern, but moft authentically from 



the parable of debtor and creditor, recorded 
by St. Matthew. 

Thefe things are not mentioned either to 
excufe the policy of the African ftates by their 
example, or to cenfure thofe who have done 
them ; but in order to obviate a vulgar reflec¬ 
tion upon the African traders, which is, that 
the flavery of the people on that continent is 
owing to the demand their princes have found 
for flaves from the American colonies; where¬ 
as men have fold one another from the very 
earlieft ages of the world, and wherever fo- 
vereign authority has been lodged, it has af- 
ilimed a right to difpofe of the lives and pro¬ 
perties of the fubje&s. From the coaft of 
Guinea to the extremity of Abyfllnia there is 
not a ftate, the Fan tees only excepted, where 
the people are not, and as far as we know of 
them, always were, flaves ; and their princes 
and great men traded with one another in flaves 
long before America was difcovered. The de¬ 
mand which the American colonies have oc- 
cafioned, has probably given rife to many a&s 
of tyranny and oppreffion in the fovereigns, 
in order to poflefs themfelves of the flaves of 
their great men ; but on the other hand it may 
have made them more careful of the lives of 
their own flaves or fubje&s, becaufe of the 
profit they made by felling them. A captain 
of an Englifh {hip who had offered the king of 
Dormi or Dehouma lefs than he had alked for 
five hundred of his flaves, was invited by 
him to dinner the following day ; they dined in 
a tent, and when they were riling from table, 
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the king of Dormi laid to the captain, You 
would not give me my price for my five hun¬ 
dred (laves, did you think I valued them too 
high ? You may now have them for half the 
money. And ordering the back of the tent to 
be drawn up, the five hundred heads were 
{hewn to him piled upon one another. This 
dory, which is indubitably atteded, is a (hock¬ 
ing proof of the defpotifm of the African 
princes, and it alfo l'erves to (hew how ill 
founded another vulgar notion is, that the Ne¬ 
groes annually brought to our colonies from 
Africa, are dolen by our traders from thence* 
Indeed it is adoniming, that fuch a notion 
fhould ever have been entertained by any one, 
who ever thought about trade. To fuppofe 
that the feveral European dates (hould fettle 
forts and factories upon that coad, in order to 
protsdttheir fubjects in dealing away the in¬ 
habitants ; that the fame (hips and captains 
(hould return annually to the fame places, and 
among them deal away near forty thoufimd 
people each voyage, is fo mondrous, that the 
bare dating it is a diffident confutation. The 
manner in which that trade is carried on is 
this : The return of our (hips to the coad of 
Africa being regular, the Negroe factors bring 
down the (laves they have purchafed in the in¬ 
terior parts of the country at the times the 
(hips are expedted, and fell or barter them to 
our captains for the bed price they can get; 
iome of thefe fadtors bring daves even from 
the Interior parts of Abyiiinia, if their own 
a ecu eats may be credited, and others are 

brought 
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brought them from ail equal diftance to the 
fea coaft of Barbary to fupply the Turks. 
The princes and great men who refide near 
the coaft, or upon the navigable rivers, make 
their own bargains with our fhip captains, or 
the governors of our forts, fo that inftances are 
very rare, of even {ingle Negroes being clandef- 
tineiy carried off by any of our people ; when¬ 
ever fuch a thing has been done, t|ie captain 
who did it has never dared to return there 
again; and very fatal revenge has been taken 
upon fome of his countrymen. 

The Negroes being arrived in our colonies, 
are put up to iale by their owners, and the 
planters purchafe them. The Fantees are 
generally carried to Jamaica, where they are 
greatly valued on account of their hardinefs 
and high (pirit. But as they were freemen in 
their own country, they are very difficult, 
to be managed as (laves, and this is the prin¬ 
cipal reafon of the frequent infurredtion in 
that ifland; while upon the continent efpe- 
cially, infurredfcions are feldom heard of. 

The other Negroes having been always 
(laves, fubmit to their new mafters willingly 
enough, when they know how they are to 
be employed. At firft indeed they are under 
great terrors of being eat by the white peo¬ 
ple, and fo ftrong have the apprehenlions 
of many of them been upon their arrival, that 
no entreaties could prevail on them to take 
any fuftenance, left they (hould become fat 
and fitter for our food, until iome of their 
countrymen who had refided (ome time in 

the 
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the colony were brought to them, and con¬ 
vinced them of the folly of their fufpicions. 

From this account of the trade, the plain 
{late of the queftion feems to be, whether it be 
lawful in the captains of our (hips to purchafc 
Negroes in Africa from thofe of that country, 
who by the nature of their government, con- 
{ider them as their property, and keep them 
in aftual fervitude ? And whether it be lawful 
for the Rritifh fubje&s in the colonies to pur- 
chafe thofe Negroes of thofe captains, and to 
continue them and their offspring in a (late 
of fervitude ? 

If the reverend members of the Society 
fliould be qf opinion that this trade is con¬ 
trary to divine laws, it will furely be proper 
to apply to government for an a£t of parlia¬ 
ment to prohibit it, and at the fame time to 
apply for lands to be given to fuch Negroes 
as their mailers, influenced by that opinion, 
may releafe from fervitude; for fuch will be 
its effect upon many of the North American 
planters. But if on the contrary the opinion 
fhould be, that the trade is not a violation of 
tire divine laws, it will be highly proper to 
tranfmit that opinion to the colonies, for the 
fatisfadtion of confcientious planters, as well 
as to encourage them to give their Negroes 
inftruction, thereby to avail themfelves of 
fuch authority for making them contented 
with their condition. 

No planter is fo groflly barbarous as not 
to wifh to have his Negroes do his work with 
a good will; and very few would be fo bru¬ 
tal 
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tal or ignorant as not to perceive, that were 
their Negroes inftrufted in religion, and 
taught to ferve their matters for conscience 
lake, that they would be much better ferved 
by them ; but it is furely the height of folly 
to expert of any owner of Negroes to permit 
them to be told, that he violates all divine 
and human laws by retaining them in his 
fervice, or to allow them to have any notions 
of a religion, whofe (auctions he mutt appear 
to them to condemn, by making them his 
(laves. Until therefore the lawfulnels of con¬ 
tinuing thefe people in perpetual fervitude be 
determined, it will be in vain to expeft that 
our American planters will permit their Ne¬ 
groes to be inftrufted, much lefs contribute 
towards their inftruftion. 

Many regulations are wanting for fecuring 
good ulage to thefe unhappy people, which 
no authority, but that of parliament, can en¬ 
force, and it is moft reproachful to this 
country, that there are more than five hun¬ 
dred thoufand of its fubjefts, for whom the 
iegiflature has never (hewn the lead regard. 
All regulations, it is true* would be prepof- 
terous if the fervitude of thefe people be un¬ 
lawful; but then it is ftill more reproachful 
to this country, that lo great a number of 
its fubjefts are unlawfully made (laves. On 
all accounts therefore the lawfulnels of the 
thing mutt firft be determined. When the 
lords the bilhops have declared their opinion 
of the divine law, an aft of parliament will 
be fufficient to decide what (hall be human 
D law; 
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law; and until the firft is declared, it would 
be prefumption to offer any regulations to be 
made by the other. 


appendix. 

Some time after the foregoing traCts were 
written, and were prefented to the late moft 
reverend and learned prefident of the Society 
for propagating the gofpel in foreign parts, 
the opinion of the Society refpe&ing the law- 
fulnefs of purchaling or keeping Negroe 
(laves was called for in order to frame an an- 
fwer. to a letter received by the Society from 
Mr. Benezet of Philadelphia. With the per- 
miffion of the venerable Society, I fubjoin a 
copy of the anfwer written by their lee re- 
tary, as containing their opinion. 

Copy of a letter fent by the reverend DoCtor 
Burton, l'ecretary of the Society for the 
propagation of the gofpel in foreign parts, 
to Mr. Anthony Benezet at Philadelphia. 
Dated the 6th of February, 1768. 

SIR , 

XT' O U R letter to the Society for propaga- 
ting the gofpel in foreign parts, of the 
26th of April Jaft, hath been confidered by 
them with all due attention. And I am di¬ 
rected 
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retied to allure you that they have a great 
efteem for you, on account of the tendemels 
and humanity which you exprefs for the Ne- 
groe Haves, and are extremely defirous that 
they Ihould be treated with the utmoft care 
and kindnefs, both with regard to temporals 
and Ipirituals. That their labour Ihould be 
made eafy to them in all refpe&s. That 
they Ihould be provided with conveniencies 
and accommodations to render their lituation 
comfortable, and elpecially that they Ihould 
be regularly inllruCted in the principles of 
the Chriflian religion. The Society have for 
many years paft uniformly given directions 
to their agents in Barbadoes, agreeable to 
thefe fentiments, which they believe have 
been obferved in a good degree. However 
they have lately fent to make more particular 
inquiries into this matter with full purpofe 
of tranfmitting, in the ftrongeft terms, luch 
further orders as may be found neceflary, 
and of watching over the execution of them 
with all poflible attention; hoping that the 
good effects of their example will have a 
proper, and by degrees a general influence on 
other owners of (laves in America. But they 
cannot condemn the practice of keeping Haves 
as unlawful, finding the contrary very plainly 
implied in the precepts given by the apoftles, 
both to mailers and fervants, which lall were 
then for the moll part Haves, And if the doc¬ 
trine of the unlawfulnefs of flavery Ihould 
be taught in our colonies, the Society ap¬ 
prehend that mailers, inllead of being con- 
D 2 yijiccd 
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vinced of it, will grow more fufpicious and 
eruel, and much more unwilling to let their 
(laves learn Chriftianity: and that the poor 
creatures themlelves, if they come to look on 
this do&riae as true, will be fo ftrongly 
tempted by it to rebel againft their mafters, 
that the moft dreadful confequences to both 
will be likely to follow, and therefore, though 
the Society is fully latisfied that your intention 
in this matter is perfectly good, yet they 
moft earneftly beg you not to go farther.in 
publishing your notions, but rather to re¬ 
tract them if you (hall fee caufe, which they 
Ippe you m^y on farther confideration. 


TRACT 



TRACT THE THIRD. 


O F T H E 

NEGROE SLAVES in the COLONIES. 

np H E lawfulnefs of purchafing Negroe 
^ Haves, and continuing them and their 
pofterity in perpetual fervitude, having been 
admitted by the venerable Society for propa¬ 
gating the gofpel in foreign parts, in their 
letter to Mr. Benezet, at Philadelphia, dated 
the 6th of February, 1768, I fhall now, 
in purfuance of my former purpofe, endea¬ 
vour to engage the attention of the Society 
to fome conliderations which may lead to a 
humane and chriftian lyftem, for the civil 
government and religious inftruftion of thoie 
unhappy people. 

The term Have having no legal fignificaticn 
in Great Britain, and being generally ufed 
for delcribing the fubjefts of the moft de¬ 
spotic tyrants, it is commonly underftood to 
denote, one who has no rights, his labour, 
property, and life being at the difcretion of 





his matter. This definition of the term is 
far from being a true one in refpeft to the 
Negroe flaves in the Britifli colonies ; their 
owners have no other than a legal property 
in them, and legal authority over them, and 
the fame laws which make them flaves, give 
them rights. 

In no Britifli colony is the life of the Have 
left in the power of the owner, and for cruel 
ufage, or infufficient nourifliment, the flave 
has a remedy fimilar to that of apprentices 
in England, though from the ignorance of 
the Negroe, and the partiality of the ma- 
giftrates, who are too frequently Socii Cri- 
minis , the tyranny of the planter is much fel- 
domer puniftied in America, than the rigour 
of a matter in England. 

If then the flavery of the Negroes in our 
colonies be no more than a legal, perpetual 
fervitude, or hereditary apprenticeftiip, thofe 
people are furely to be deemed fubje&s of 
Great Britain in their particular capacity and 
circumftance, nor ought the laws of the fe- 
veral colonies refpe&ing them, to pafs fub 
jtlentio , and without examination by the king’s 
privy council, as matters with which the 
fupreme magiftrate has nothing to do; neither 
(hould thofe laws be permitted to fleep after 
{hey have been enabled, or what is ftili 
worfe, fufFered to be carried into execution 
by thofe they deem parties, and between 
whom and the Negroes they create recipro-* 
cal duties.—The influence of the venerable 

Society 
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Society may perhaps obtain for thefe people, 
what it has been the difgrace of every admi- 
niftration fince the Revolution to have neg¬ 
lected, an impartial difpenfation of the laws, 
nor has any patriot in all that time been found 
difinterefted enough to take their caule in 
hand; the Negroes indeed can do nothing 
either to further them in their purfuit of 
power, or to fecure their elections in the 
country; they can only recommend them by 
their prayers, to a feat in a kingdom where 
no modern patriot chufes to take his entire 
reward. We are now bleffed with a prince 
upon the throne, whofe heart, warmed by 
religious benevolence, wilhes the felicity of 
all mankind; would he then fuffer, if he 
were informed of it, fo vafl: a multitude of 
his own fujeCts to be inhumanely fcourged, 
lacerated by whips, nouriihment denied, and 
the talk of labour exacted, racked by every 
fpeeies of torture the molt wanton tyranny 
can invent, and either forced to expire under 
them, or their lives Ihortened by their fe¬ 
ver ity. And all this in the teeth of laws, to 
which his Majefty, by his reprefentative, has 
aflented ? 

Were his Majefty moved to give directions 
to his minifters, in this interval of war 
throughout the world, to take under confi- 
deration the feveral colony aCts for the go¬ 
vernment of Haves, and to require the fe¬ 
veral governors and chief juftices to report the 
manner of their execution; the legal rights 
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of the Negroes would then be known, and 
the defeats in the difpcnfation of juftice to¬ 
wards them be pointed out. It would then 
appear, that notwithftanding the provincial 
laws enjoin reft to the (laves on the Sabbath, 
the moft humane planters in the iflands allow 
the Negroes that day to work in for them- 
felves, as their belt way of employing their 
time, while others contrive to (hare with 
the Negroe in the profits of his labour, by 
either abridging him of his ordinary weekly 
allowance of proviiions, or obliging him to 
find part of his cloathing on account of 
giving him all Sunday to himfelf. I take 
particular notice of this evalion of divine 
and ftatute laws, becaufe of its rendering 
all religious inftruftion impra&icable, and 
to (hew that the civil and religious regula¬ 
tions refpe&ing thele wretches muft go to¬ 
gether; indeed until the planters are made 
to know that their property in their Negroes 
is legal, not abfolute and unconditional, but 
that their Negroes have rights as well as 
they, nothing can ever be done for their 
civil comfort or their religious inftru&ion. 
The, colony laws univerfally prohibit the 
teaching Negroes to write, a caution which 
the planters think neceflary to prevent con- 
fpiracies, and communication of ill defigns; 
nor is writing at all requifite for their reli¬ 
gious inftru&ion, even reading does not (eem 
indifpenfably neceflary for that purpofe ; 
How few among the Jews, or in any nation 
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of antiquity, underflood letters ? And until' 
the Reformation the people of this country 
were generally illiterate; will it then be laid, 
that none in thole circumftances were capable 
of being taught all that was neceflary for 
their falvation? Or that they could not 
know and believe what was for their foul’s 
health ? On the other hand, the knowledge 
of letters, even in the loweft degree, is too 
often fuppofed to carry with it a fort of qua¬ 
lification for an ealy life, and an exemption 
from a laborious one; and the latter being 
the Negroes lot, they might perhaps bear it 
with more unwillingnefs, or leek lome def- 
perate means for ridding themfelves of it. 
The ftated fervice of our church cannot in¬ 
deed be joined in throughout, by thole who 
cannot read; but I fhould hope to fee a more 
fimple mode of religious worlhip and in- 
ftru&ion, prefented to the Negroes, one in 
which they Ihould bear a lefs lhare than is 
given by our liturgy to the people, and there¬ 
fore better adapted to their capacities and con¬ 
dition. Too much mull not be attempted at 
once, metis meat mujl not be given to babes . 
Thefe creatures are even ignorant that there 
is a God, they muft then be taught a maker 
before they can comprehend a redeemer.. It 
has been too muqh our way to tell them of 
both in a breath, and if they could be got to 
gabber over the apoftles creed without under- 
flanding the meaning of a fingle term, then 
to throw fome w T ater in their face, and tell all 
E the 
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the world how many Chriftians we had made, 
and thus expofe the interefts of the church 
and the honour of the Society, to the ridicule 
of thofe who were acquainted with the mum¬ 
mery of thofe vain boaftings. Teaching the 
Negroes the church of England’s catechifm, 
is the general employment of the Society’s 
miffionaries ; but befides its being much above 
their comprehenfion, it is too long, and too 
difficult to be got by heart by the Negroes in 
the little time the miffionary can fpare to each, 
pr their owners can be without their fervice, 
for the owners of (laves will not fuffer them 
to aflemble together in large bodies, nor to 
have much intercourfe with one another ; in¬ 
deed few owners of Negroes will fuffer them 
to go to the catechift at all, becaufe of his houfe 
being a fort of general rendezvous for them, 
where they are more apt to teach each other 
mifehief than to profit by the catechift’s in- 
ftrudlions. In thole colonies, where the Ne¬ 
groes out-number the white inhabitants, fuch 
rendezvous would be highly dangerous, even 
in the towns, and the planters in the country 
would never content to let their feveral gangs 
meet together. The truth is, that all inr 
ftruclion intended for thefe people while they 
are (laves, muff be given them within their 
owners precin&s. 

Itinerant miffionaries will therefore bed 
ferve this purpofe, and as the miffionary’s 
attendance at each plantation would, after 
fome time, be only neceflary for an .hour on 

Sundays, 
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Sundays, he might vilit feveral the fame day; 
for if the planters approved of the plan, either 
themfelves or their overfeers would cdrry it on 
in the abfence of the. miffionary. 

Laymen would probably be more zealous 
in this bufinefs than ordained miffionaries* 
as they might hope by a faithful difcharge 
of it, to recommend themfelves to the Society 
for Orders and lefs laborious millions* Beiides* 
the capacity of a Negroe is lb mean, and the 
things he knows fo very few and of lo ordi¬ 
nary a fort, that a man of a liberal education 
never could Hoop to make ufeof fuch low, not 
to fay abfurd imagery, as would be neceflary 
to Convey his ideas to them. Indeed I am 
afraid there would be fomething impious in 
the reprefentations he would be obliged to 
make of the Almighty in order to bring him 
down to their underftandings, nor would it be 
ealy to frame any thing like a creed or cate- 
chifm for thefe poor creatures that would not 
be either Ihocking or ridiculous* 

There is a dialed peculiar to thofe Negroes 
who have been born in our colonies, or have 
been long there, that the miffionary muft 
adopt, in order to make himfelf underftood, 
than which nothing could be more uncouth 
to the pronunciation of a man of fcience; nor 
would it be lefs difficult for him to bring 
himfelf to ftudy what they faid to him. En- 
thufiafm is only equal to fuch undertakings, 
and none coi|ld be fitter for the employment, 
than thofe lay preachers who- are now in fuch 
numbers offering themfelves to the Society. 

E % Might 
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Might I be permitted to hint at the in- 
ftru&ions which would be proper for thefe 
milfionaries, I would confine them to a very 
lhort fummary of religion. That there is one 
God in heaven who never dies, and who fees 
and knows every thing. That he made all 
people, both whites and blacks. That he pu- 
niflies all roguery, mifehief, and lying, either 
before death or after it. That he punifhes 
them for it before they die, by putting it into 
their mafters hearts to corre& them, and after 
death by giving them to the devil to burn in 
his own place. That he will put it into their 
mafters hearts to be kind to thofe who do 
their work without knavery or murmuring. 
To take care of them in old age and ficknefs, 
and not to plague them with too much work, 
or to chaftife them when they are not able to 
do it. That in the other world, after they 
die, he will give all good Negroes reft from 
all labour, and plenty of all good things. That 
it was God Almighty who put it into their 
mafters heads to give them Sunday for a holi¬ 
day, and for that reafon they ought to fay 
prayers to him, and fmg fongs to him on 
that day. That the miflionary was come to 
them to tell them what God Almighty would 
have them do, that they might deferve his 
kindnefs for them, and that they would an¬ 
ger him if they did not mind what he told 
them. The heads of fuch a difeourfe being 
thrown into a fort of catechifm for the Ne¬ 
groes to get by heart, it would be fixed in 
their memories and thofe of them who could 

reafon 
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reafon upon it would acquire an appetite to 
know iomewhat more. To liich, the doc¬ 
trine of the fatisfaftion might then be opened, 
by limply telling them that every body, black 
and white, had done fo many bad things that 
God Almighty was very angry with all the 
world, and faid he would kill them all, and 
that none of them lhould be happy after their 
death. Upon which Jefus Chrift, God’s only 
Son, laid he would take their faults upon him- 
felf, and that God might punilh him for 
them; and accordingly Jefus Chrift came down 
from heaven and fullered himfelf to be whipped 
and tortured, and at laft killed, and fo made 
it up between his Father and the world. That 
he left the Bible behind him for dire&ions to 
the world what they lhould do to pleafe his 
Father and him, and that he promifed to Hand 
up for ail thofe who lhould do what that book 
told them, and would help them when they 
prayed to him for his afliftance. 

The Negroes in general have an ear for 
mulick, and might without much trouble be 
taught to ling hymns, which would be the 
pleafanteft method of inftru&ing them, and 
bringing them fpeedily to offer praife to God. 
They lhould be taught Ihort prayers for 
morning and evening, and grace to lay at 
meals. 

To engage the planters to fecond the en* 
deavours of the miflionaries, it would be high¬ 
ly neceflary to preface the diredory, which 
may be thought fit to be compofed for the 
ufe of the miflionaries, audi to be difperfed 

among 
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among the planters, with a difcourfe addreffed 
to the owners of Negroes in the colonies, in 
which the lawfulncfs of retaining the Negroe 
Haves in perpetual fervitude lhould be fet 
forth as the opinion of the Society, and the 
obligation to bring thofe into the knowledge 
of the truth whom God Almighty permits to 
be fubjedl to their diredlion, and to labour for 
their benefit, prefled home upon their confid¬ 
ences. 

Care being thus taken for an impartial ad- 
miniftration of civil juftice ,to thefe unhappy 
people, and the. fabbath allowed them for the 
purpoles of religion: their owners being alfo 
freed from all apprehenfions of lofing their Ne¬ 
groes fervice by luffering them to be inftrudted 
in religious duties, and a mode of inftrudtion 
being adapted to their capacities and conditions, 
much might be hoped through the Divine fa¬ 
vour and alii fiance, and the ignorance and 
cruel treatment of thefe creatures would no 
longer be a reproach to the wifidom and huma¬ 
nity of our civil and ecclefiaftical rulers. The 
flupid obftinacy of the Negroes may 'indeed 
make it always necefiary to fubjedl them to 
fevere difcipline from their matters, but in no 
other circumftances does their condition of 
perpetual fervitude require that their treat¬ 
ment fhould be different from that of hired 
fervants, efpecially if they had the fame re¬ 
ligion and morality to bind them, that the 
others have. But whilft the civil authority 
overlooks them, and they are left without 
other motives for adtion, and hardly more 

know- 
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knowledge of their duty, than is common to 
them with domeftic animals, it is no wonder 
that they are treated like brute beafts, or that 
it Ihould be almoft neceflary to treat them as 
fuch. If they are incapable of feeling men¬ 
tally, they will the more frequently be made 
to feel in their flelh. To thofe therefore who 
have the power or influence to redrefs the 
grievances of thefe poor wretches, is their 
cafe committed, and from thofe, who through 
indolence, or by feigning ignorance, or pre¬ 
tending an abhorrence of their condition, turn 
away from confidering it, will the impartial 
Judge of all the earth, one day require an ac¬ 
count of the mifery of thefe their fellow crea¬ 
tures. 


FINIS. 



